This catalogue includes all type specimens belonging to the Reference Collection of Decapoda of the Instituto Venezolano de Investigaciones Científicas (IVIC), a dependence of the Venezuelan Ministry of Science and Technology. This collection was established in 1960 by the late Dr. Gilberto Rodríguez (1929 Rodríguez ( -2004 and his collaborators Mr. Andrés Eloy Esteves and Cap. Eduardo Ormeño, in the former Marine Biology Laboratory of the Center of Ecology (IVIC), in Altos de Pipe, Miranda State, Venezuela. In July 2000, the collection was transferred to the Laboratory of Organismal Biology, and from 2002 onwards appears recorded with code MI-002 in the Venezuelan Museum and Collection Register of the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources. Later this year, the collection will officially be named ''Gilberto Rodríguez Reference Collection of Decapoda,'' as a posthumous homage to its founder.
The collection specializes in marine and freshwater crustacean species of the order Decapoda, currently including 1097 lots, with a representation of 175 genera and 380 species. It is remarkable because it contains a considerable number of freshwater crab taxa from South and Central America. A recent inventory yielded 162 Neotropical species, 32 belonging to the Natantia and 130 to the Brachyura. It also includes 95 species of the family Pseudothelphusidae and 35 Trichodactylidae. The total number of holotypes deposited in this collection represents approximately 20 percent of the freshwater decapod species so far described in the Neotropical region.
This catalogue presents the field data and taxonomic information for holotypes and / or paratypes of 42 species and subspecies of decapod crustaceans (Palaemonidae: 2, Trichodactylidae: 3, and Pseudothelphusidae: 37). All specimens mentioned are preserved in 70% ethanol, contained in glass jars, and stored in compactable, mobile cabinets, as is the entire collection, of which the author serves as curator.
In the catalogue, the highest hierarchical levels are ordered according to Martin and Davis (2001) . Tribes and genera are ordered according to Rodríguez (1982 Rodríguez ( , 1992 , and Rodríguez and von Sternberg (1998) .
Species and subspecies are listed by alphabetical order. In every case, I retain the original combination of the Latin names attached to the types, but information regarding any subsequent taxonomic change is provided in the remarks, together with the citation of the relevant reference.
Abbreviations Paratypes.-Same data as Holotype, 9 males, lc. 15. 31, 15.39, 15.30, 14.88, 14.29, 13.08, 13.07, 12.66, and 10.25, cb. 22.94, 23.73, 22.73, 21.84, 22.06, 20.00, 20.24, 18.90, and 14.83, 3 females, cl. 16.50, cb. 24.85 Rodríguez, 1966b Holotype.-Venezuela, without additional data, 1 male, cl. 39.7 mm, cb. 63 mm, IVIC 558.
Remarks.-Synonymized with Fredius beccarii (Coifmann, 1939) by Rodríguez (1982b: 164) .
Pseudothelphusa estevisi Rodríguez, 1966b
Holotype.-Venezuela, without additional data, 1 male, cl. 55.6 mm, cb. 90.0 mm, IVIC 576.
Paratype.-Same data as Holotype, 1 male cl. 43.2 mm, cb. 71.3 mm.
Remarks.-Transferred to Fredius Pretzmann by Rodríguez (1982a: 180 Paratypes.-Same data as Holotype, 4 males, cl. 13.8, 13.6, 9.9 and 8.9 mm, cb. 22.7, 22.4, 15.6 Paratypes.-Same data as Holotype, 12 males, cl. 32.92, 31.44, 30.75, 27.69, 26.85, 26.75, 25.65, 23.18, 21.82, 21.47, 18.76, 13.80 mm, cb. 50.1, 47.90, 46.74, 41.60, 40.16, 40.21, 38.52, 33.98, 32.49, 31.40, 27.49, 19.99 mm, 8 juveniles, cl. 12.94, 10.50, 10.39, 10.37, 8.65, 8.40, 8.21, 8.05 mm, cb. 19.76, 14.65, 14.44, 14.95, 12.05, 12.15, 11.64, 10.99 mm, 10 immature females, cl. 32.70, 31.84, 31.30, 30.91, 30.62, 25.64, 22.68, 22.27, 20.10, 13.96 mm, cb. 50.24, 47.72, 47.34, 46.95, 47.52, 38.04, 32.91, 33.17, 22.62, 20.23 
